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Ocean 
Clusters in 
the U.S.

Where are they?
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Inner Circle: 
“Legacy” industries

Outer Circle:
Emerging Opportunities

BOLD:
BETF identified priorities

Industries in Maine’s 
Blue Economy



Key Findings From Blue Economy Task Force

Maine’s Challenges

• Fragmented Strategy

• Regulatory Barriers

• Limited State & 
Federal Investment

• Climate Change Risks

• Workforce & Housing

Growth Opportunity 
Sectors

• Aquaculture & Marine 
Vegetation

• Marine Biotech

• Ocean Data & Research

• Resilient Coastal 
Infrastructure

• Sustainable Boatbuliding 
& Marine Propulsion

Maine’s Advantages

• Strategic Location

• Deepwater Ports

• Skilled Workforce

• Maritime Heritage

• Legacy of Sustainable 
Food Production

• Research & Innovation 
Hubs



Blue Economy Center: Three Core Functions

Inform

Gather and share data
Build tools (e.g., 
Ocean Economy 
Database)
Track trends and 
outcomes

Coordinate

Align agencies, 
institutions, industry, 
& communities
Reduce duplication
Support statewide 
strategy

Strengthen

Build capacity
Help ideas grow into 
businesses
Attract federal and 
private investment
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